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Abstract

The implementation of shamanistic rituals and the
Shinmyoungpuri of the occult film <Exhuma>

Youm, Won Hee
(Kyunghee University)

The occult film <Exhuma> established the identity of evil and the logic
of resistance based on a shamanistic worldview. And by implementing a
Shinmyoungpuri through the extermination of evil, it showed new
possibilities for Korean occult films. The main characters are subjects who
traditionally dealt with the issue of death, and they formed a family-like
solidarity. The value of this work is revealed in that it portrays evil as the
spirit of a pro-Japanese collaborator and the Daimyo Oni, which show the
uniqueness of Korean culture, and faithfully implements traditional
meaning while reproducing shamanistic rituals. In particular, the
introduction of the ‘ghost story of iron stake’ in the latter half reminds us
of the community’s long-standing grudge. The confrontation with evil
unfolds like a chaotic scene, and in the end, the seemingly impossible
extermination of the Daimyo Oni is successful. As a result, it resolves the
long-standing grudge and brings about a sense of liberation. <Exhuma>
goes beyond the confrontation between evil and humans to develop a spirit

release through emotional resolution of historical scars.

Keywords: Exhuma, occult, shamanism, Shinmyoungpuri, ghost story of iron stake
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