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Abstract

Securing the right to enrich is, in essence, a necessary proposition as a sovereign
state.

While there are no current international laws prohibiting uranium enrichment
and reprocessing for peaceful purposes, the United States strictly bans
enrichment and reprocessing through the bilateral nuclear agreement.

As the majority of South Korea’s prominent politicians and the vast majority
of South Korean nuclear experts believe that a nuclear bomb would in the
long term be a threat to their national interests, South Korea has ever
maintained its stance that the 1992 denuclearization joint statement with
North Korea, in addition to the nuclear cooperation pact with the United
States remains valid.

South Korea acknowledges that possession of nuclear weapons would provide
only a short-term regional advantage that would turn into a longer-term
vulnerability, because sooner or later, Japan, which many nuclear pundits claim
is on the threshold of a de—facto nuclear-armed state in many respects, would
follow suit and a regional nuclear arms race would be inescapable.

The technical choices South Korea has made in the configuration of the
nuclear program demonstrate a strong preference for a robust enrichment
capability rather than for a rapid nuclear weapons breakout capability.

Given that South Korea's development program is focused on next-generation
technology in terms of nuclear export, it is time to consider how to obtain
the right to enrich, including the possibility of nullifying the dead-on-arrival
1992 denuclearization declaration.
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words Nuclear Enrichment, R.0.K.-U.S. Atomic Agreement, Nonproliferation
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Abstract

The New Economic Initiative on the Korean Peninsula, which aims to promote
balanced development of the national economy and joint prosperity between
the two Koreas through the experience of inter-Korean economic cooperation
over the past three decades and the results of high-level inter-Korean and
summit agreements, can be regarded as the result of intense consideration of
the present and future of inter-Korean economic cooperation. The South
Korean government's new economic initiative on the Korean Peninsula, the
North Korean government's concerns about economic development and stability
of the people's livelihoods, and its willingness to revitalize the economic
development zone were met to produce the April 27 Panmunjom Declaration
and the September 19 Pyongyang Joint Declaration in 2018. The agreement
between the leaders of the two Koreas in 2018 is significant in that it reflects
the ideas related to inter-Korean economic cooperation that the conservative
and progressive camps of the South have so far pursued or conceived. In
particular, the fact that North Korea accepted the South's proposal for
cooperation in the form of a special East-West Sea zone reflecting its
economic development zone policy raises expectations that new economic
cooperation on the Korean Peninsula will be possible, which is different from
the previous inter-Korean economic cooperation.

In light of 33 years of experience in inter—-Korean economic cooperation, in
order to realize a peace—economy through the new economic initiative on the
Korean Peninsula, the principle of reciprocity, support, and cooperation based
on the consensus of the international community, national consensus, and
the activeness of private proponents should be guaranteed. In order to realize
the New Economic Initiative on the Korean Peninsula, it should be based on
an understanding of the interests and intentions of its counterpart, North
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Korea, and it can secure momentum by making neighboring countries on the
Korean Peninsula feel that they can become direct beneficiaries of a
peace—economy. In order to realize a peace-economy, the government should
push ahead with its policies with public support and consensus on balanced
development and joint prosperity of the national economy in mind. Creative
and active business activities by entrepreneurs are also essential in order to
produce economic results of creating new growth engines that the Korean
Peninsula's new economic initiative aims to achieve.

Key : The New Economic Initiative on the Korean Peninsula,
words | Peace-Economy, balanced development, joint prosperity
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East Asia Railway Community Initiative and Tasks

. Focusing on the Connection of the Trans—Korean Railway &
Trans—Siberian Railway

Yun, Jiwon
AielL 27jorRstat wa
yyun0916@smu.ac.kr

Abstract

In his speech marking the 8.15 Liberation Day in 2018, South Korean President
Moon Jae-in proposed to create the “East Asia Railway Community” of six East
Asian countries and the U.S., which is the initiative to achieve peace and
prosperity by pushing for projects on infrastructure investment and economic
cooperation with the focus on railway. Once the Trans-Korean Railway (TKR)
between the two Koreas is completed, the South Korean government expects
to be able to secure a logistics transportation network connecting the Korean
Peninsula to the European continent by connecting the TKR to the Trans—China
Railway (TCR), Trans-Siberian Railway (TSR), and the Trans-Mongolia Railway
(TMGR). When it is connected to the Trans—Eurasia Railway, which is being
promoted by the government, it will be connected to the continental railway
through the Busan from the Korean Peninsula to the European continent, which
means logistics and human exchanges will be in full operation. In this context,
this paper explores the way to realize the initiative of the East Asia Railway
Community in terms of functionalism and to resume the connection of Northern
East Sea Line(Donghae Bukbuseon) that is a disconnected section on South
Korean part at the central governmental level, as well as the role and limits of
Busan at the local governmental level as a bridgehead of logistics transportation
by connecting to the continental railway.

Key  East Asia Railway Community, TKR, TSR, Northern East Sea Line,
words | Busan Port
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Searching for the Inter—Korean Forest Cooperation Considering
Forest Restoration Strategy and limits of Kim Jong—un Era

: Focusing on Literature Review and Experts Interview

Heo, Sun-hye
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Abstract

This paper aims to propose ways for forest cooperation between South Korea
and North Korea that can enhance congruence between South Korea's intention
to build a peaceful unification base and North Korea's practical needs.

To this end, this paper first examines North Korea's forest restoration strategy
in the Kim Jong-un era and summarizes its key features as increasing forest
resources under the self-power first principle, enhancing forest management
technology, and strengthening propaganda and control over people under ‘Kim
Jong-il patriotism’. During this process, the North Korean authority strongly
depend on the public mobilization method. Yet, in a situation where central
distribution power has weakened and marketization has spread, people’s
active cooperation is hardly found. Moreover, difficulty in procuring external
goods due to tightened sanctions by the international community and
COVID-19 have negative effects on the strategies.

Per this analysis, this paper argues that various ways such as developing
projects of mutual investment, a packaging business of resource exchange and
technological support, projects for human development and knowledge sharing,
and providing economic incentives to North Koreans should be considered as
ways for forest cooperation. In-depth interviews with South Korean experts
and North Korean refugee experts were actively utilized in conducting this
research.
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Abstract

This paper tries to analyze the process and its contents of the strongly formed
religious characteristics in the North Korean political system. So, | considered
the emergence of Kim Il-sung, the process of acquiring state power, the
substitution of Marxism-Leninism in Juche Ideology, and the process of
completing the national system of Kim ll-sung’'s monolithic system.

The background of continuing pre-modern politics is the Korean War and the
armistice. If the result is “political religiousization” in South Korea, it can be
seen as ‘religious politics” in North Korea. Residents of the two Koreas,
exposed to a long-term cease—fire, appear to be casual in their daily lives, but
unconsciously can be seen as working on a war-related security defense
mechanism. Studies have shown that North Korean's anxiety about separation
from the North Korean regime. Therefore, they respond quickly to crises and
cope with them. The politics of the two Koreas can be seen as an active use
of this collective security defense mechanism to strengthen political power.

An unconsciously operated security defense mechanism can be seen as
forming a collective security defense system that responds quickly and
actively to security and safety when the nation is in crisis. Such a collective
security defense mechanism tends to be strengthened the more powerful it
is, and through its policy of antagonizing the world's most powerful U.S.,
North Korea has completed its nuclear capabilities that have gathered all its
national capabilities. Also, loyalty to the leader will be sanctified and easily
antagonized by the refusal to recognize the North Korean regime.

It can be said that the religious characteristics of North Korean politics are
based on the human-centered concept of Juche Ideology. To dismantle the
concept of human-centeredness formed in the religiousized political system
of North Korea, the horizon of perception into subjects with universal human

* 2 Qols FEEANTe] RS 'op 258E A2(No. 2019S1A5B5A07111769).
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beings and their wills must be expanded.

To be able to accept the human—centered philosophy and socialism of North
Koreans in a unified country, it is necessary to dismantle the concept of
“human” made in North Korea's religiousized politics and re-recognition of
universal “human” and “subject”. This is because the unification of the concept
of the “human center” of the two Koreas should precede. Besides, there is no
free democratic country that can accommodate the Juche ideology without an
individual ‘subject’.

North Korean political, religious characteristics, Kim ll-sung's
monolithic system, Juche Ideology, human-centeredness, collective
security defense mechanism.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the current state of North Korea's
energy industry, which has been suffering from energy shortages for a long
time, and to find out why North Korea is experiencing energy shortages,
thereby presenting guidelines for resolving North Korea's energy shortage and
integrating energy between the two Koreas. It became the central task of
the strategy. Looking at the ratio of the energy resources of the two Koreas,
South Korea accounts for 38.7% of oil, 28.3% of coal, 17.5% of LNG, and
9.3% of nuclear power, whereas North Korea is composed of 62% of coal,
22.4% of hydropower, and 6.7% of oil. South Korea uses a variety of energy
resources, but North Korea is heavily dependent on coal and hydropower. It
can be said that the implications of the study are very large to understand
the North Korean energy supply and demand structure and seek solutions to
the North Korean energy problem for the future energy integration between
the two Koreas.

Key : energy supply and demand structure. thermal power, hydropower.
words | transmission and distribution network. nuclear power generation
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